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The last three months have been busy, productive and exciting for the Looked After Children’s 

Council (LACC).  The young people volunteer for the LAC Council at least once a week and 

sometimes more to engage in activities, meetings and community events over weekends. The 

LACC has positively impacted on improving C&YP Services through consultations and co-

production work to enhance services including Public Health through their Suicide Prevention Logo 

Consultation and Early Help LAC Post Card Development, have successfully engaged in the 

community event Remembrance Sunday Service and Parade and placed a poppy wreath at the 

Cenotaph on behalf of all Rotherham Looked After and Leaving Care Young People,  have 

delivered a presentation for Holocaust Memorial Day at the Town Hall and have created a 

‘Rotherham Proud’ DVD to give young people’s perspective, experiences and voices to  positively 

promote Rotherham. Members have supported the Leaving Care Forum. LAC Council young 

people have also continued to fundraise for Destination Poland and engage in activities to prepare 

themselves for their journey.  The numerous experiences and opportunities offered young people 

at the LAC Council are specifically designed to increase social capital, self-awareness and self-

esteem, to foster resilience and support better outcomes for our young people. Here are some of 

the things we would like to share with you:- 

 

 

Suicide Prevention Logo Consultation 
Ruth Fletcher Brown from Public Health came to consult with young people about their new 
Mental Health Campaign around suicide prevention and awareness. The LAC Council supported 
the development of ideas for the LOGO and name to identify the project.  The LACC have an 
interest in mental health and wellbeing issues and have supported Ruth in consultations to 
develop ideas from Looked After Children’s perspectives for a number of years. 
 

Early Help Looked After Children Post Card 
Collette Bailey (Head of Early Help Service North) came to 
the LACC in January to ask if the group could co-produce a 
post card sized information leaflet to tell young people within 
Early Help what Early Help has to offer Looked After Children 
and where to get it. Young people were split into 3 teams to 
work through the language and design of the Early Help 
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literature which included the 9 LAC promises originally chosen by the LAC Council. Each team then 
fed back to Collette their ideas of how to make the post card visually attractive and easier to read 
for young people like themselves, as when making literature targeted at young people it is 
important to make it young person friendly in order to temp other young people to read the 
information.  Collette said she would take all these suggestions back and hand over to the design 
team to translate the LAC Council’s ideas onto the card creatively. 
 
 
 

 

Remembrance Sunday Service & Parade 
For the 6th year running and at the invite of the Mayor, 
young people from the LAC Council alongside their peers 
from the Youth Cabinet and UK Youth Parliament have 
actively participated in the Remembrance Sunday Parade 
through Rotherham and engaged in the Service at the 
Rotherham Minster.  This was a proud day as Simon lay 
down the LACC Poppy Wreath at the Cenotaph on behalf of 
all Rotherham’s Looked After and Leaving Care young 
people.  To say thank you to those who have sacrificed their 
lives, their physical and/or mental health to fight for our 
freedom 

 

Fixers – ‘Rotherham Proud’ DVD Development 
As part of the LAC council’s ongoing commitment to promoting Rotherham in a positive way and 
challenging negative stereotypes of their town, they have been working collaboratively with other 
young people as part of the Youth Voice Group and the charity ‘Fixers’ to develop their ideas to 
create a Rotherham Proud DVD.  Throughout November the LAC Council worked alongside the 
Youth Cabinet to create scripts, identify locations for filming and rehearse their delivery to 
camera. Filming for the day at various locations around Rotherham, including the Town Centre, 
Wentworth, Clifton Park, the Mosque and Minster young people delivered their scripts to camera. 
It was an exciting and exhausting day.  The film is being edited by the Fixers Team and we hope 
to have it with us shortly. We are hoping this DVD will be a valuable tool to show young people’s 
perspectives and voices to positively promote Rotherham.  

 

LACC Pantomime at the Civic Theatre – Oh Yes We Did! 
In December the LAC Council visited the Rotherham Civic Theatre to watch Snow White and the 
Seven Dwarfs.  This was a fantastic and fun afternoon where young people had an opportunity to 
relax and share the day in a safe social environment.   Many of the group had never seen a Panto’ 
before and found it hysterically funny.  
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I didn’t even know what a Pantomime was? … But 
I’ll bring my own kids now  at Xmas when I’m older!! 
  

I loved the Panto 

Dame best she 

was right funny! 
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Holocaust Memorial Day Event @ Town Hall 
The Holocaust Memorial Day is an annual event in January held at the Town Hall, and celebrated 
by numerous Rotherham Youth Groups, this year’s National Theme was ‘How Can Life Go On?’   
Participating in this event is important to the LAC Council and is part of their ongoing commitment 

to the anti-fascism agenda.  Young people from the 
LACC worked together for a few weeks talking about 
the Holocaust, writing down their ideas, and 
developing this into a presentation that they delivered 
at the Town Hall.  Their presentation talked about 
their Destination Poland Project which will take them 
to Auschwitz-Birkenau, Jewish Quarter and Schindler’s 
Factory Museum in April.  They related this to how life 
goes on with new generations of young people like 
themselves learning about the Holocaust and passing 
this information on to their peers.  They also talked 

about the iconic Jewish Hanukkah Menorah (9 branch candelabrum) which is a symbol of life 
going on through faith, as they are passed from one generation to the other along with their 
religion and practices. 
 
 

 

 
Remembrance Sunday & Personal Remembrance Awareness – Arts & Crafts 
In preparation for Remembrance Sunday young people engaged in an arts and crafts session to 
create their own Poppy Wreaths. The session was designed to raise awareness and generate 
discussion around why we have remembrance Sunday and what it means. Following this, we 
moved into a personal remembrance a self-awareness session to get young people to think about 
who has been positively influential in their lives and identify who they would like to show respect 
for and remember. This is an important session for a young person’s continuous personal 
development to reflect upon and recognise positive influences and how this has helped them 
along their journey so far.  Young people had a lovely discussion sharing with their peers who has 
been positive in their lives and why and everyone created a poppy and wrote the name/s of 
positive influences they would like to remember and thank.  These names included special Foster 
Carers, School Teachers, LAC Council facilitators and Ian Thomas (for his support with Driving 
Lessons)  Ian Thomas joined the group briefly and was flattered to see a poppy with his name on. 
 
LACC Working together with the Leaving Care Forum  
The LAC Council is made up of Looked After and Leaving Care Young People aged 11 to 19 years 
old.  Young people come to the LAC Council in their early teens and sometimes continue to 
volunteer for a number of years taking them from being Looked After Children ages (11 to 16) to 
being Leaving Care aged young people (aged 16+)   Although, this mixture of ages has provided 
important personal development opportunities as 16+ young people become senior volunteers to 
support the younger children and take on some responsibility for training the younger volunteers, 
thereby gaining skills and experiences, it is sometimes challenging to meet the needs of such a 
broad age range of young people within one group.   
 
However, recently the Leaving Care Team has introduced a Leaving Care Forum to work with 

Leaving Care young people to have a voice and engage in social activities with their peers.  This is 

TRAINING  &  EDUCATIONAL Sessions 
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an exciting opportunity for older young people and one which the LAC Council wholeheartedly 

supports.  Therefore, the LAC Council and Leaving Care Forum have been working  together to 

support the gentle transition of young people aged 16+ to engage in Leaving Care activities and 

meetings.  This will be an ongoing project. 

Seasonal Craft Session 
In December the LAC Council enjoyed an crafting session creating lots of seasonal craft items 

including, paper 
snowflakes, Xmas 
Tree decorations, 
Rudolf Antlers and 
Snowflake Soup.  
We were joined by 
our Chief Exec 
Sharon Kemp and 
Head of Service 
for Children in 
Care Ian Walker.  
Young people took the opportunity to write out ‘Thank 

You’ seasonal greeting cards for all those who we were aware had donated to Destination Poland. 
A fun filled evening! 
 
Christmas Party – Youth Voice 
To finish our ‘Youth Voice’ year the LAC Council alongside 
the Youth Cabinet and UK Youth Parliament celebrated 
our collective achievements this year through working 
together and helping to shape Rotherham Services by 
visiting the Pizza Oven.  It was great fun spending social 
time together and having a laugh. 
 

 

 

 

Destination Poland features every week in the LAC Council’s sessions.  The group are due to visit 

Poland for a 5 day visit from 10th April.  Funding for this visit 

has been raised through numerous fund raising activities many 

of which the LAC Council have actively engaged in too, 

including the Rotherham Together Partnership Marathon, Ten 

Mile Walk at Thrybergh Country Park, Swinton Lock Halloween 

Party,  REMA Angels,  Young Inspectors Bike Miles and Cake 

Sales, LACC Xmas Hamper Raffle and the generous donations 

from Rotherham Councillors, Foster Carers, Virtual Schools, 

Commissioner Kenny etc etc.  Destination Poland is an 

educational visit that will reunite a LACC member with his 

Polish heritage and is part of the group’s ongoing anti-fascism work to raise awareness and 

DESTINATION  POLAND -  ONGOING PROJECT 

 

Xmas Hamper Raffle Draw 

with Stevo & Sharon Kemp 
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generate discussion around discrimination and persecution of people around the world and in 

Britain expressed in LACC’s commitment to Holocaust Memorial Day, Armed Forces Day, 

Remembrance Sunday and Don’t Hate Educate Campaign.  

In December the group had a visit from 2 Sheffield University Students studying Journalism.  They 

have chosen our Destination Poland Project for their 

Journalism Module and interviewed and filmed our young 

people asking them about why they are so passionate 

about wanting to go to Poland? what they have achieved 

so far? and what are their aspirations when they come 

back to Rotherham?   It was a fascinating experience 

and gave our young people the opportunity to promote 

their project and speak proudly about it. 

 

Recruitment Drive for LAC Council 
The LAC Council at present have 13 members who attend the group on a weekly basis.  
Membership reduces over time as older young people go off to work/university or move out of 
authority.  So recruitment of new young people is vital to keep the group fresh and evolving to 
have a voice and help shape services for looked after and leaving care young people.  Therefore, 
we are engaging in a recruitment drive to widen participation of the Looked After Children’s 
Council. Young people have created leaflets and a poster to promote their group, saying who they 
are, what they do and contact details if any young person is interested in joining them.  This 
promotional literature has been widely distributed through Early Help Managers, Social Care 
Managers, VAR Newsletter, through virtual School and hand delivered to all LAC Designated 
Teachers and Heads of each school year in all Rotherham Secondary Schools.  We are exploring 
all avenues to give other Looked After young people opportunities to engage and have a voice and 
make a positive difference to things for young people in care.  LACC members have done 
everything they can to support recruitment, it is now up to the Corporate Parents to take this 
forward and ensure the opportunities are communicated to Looked After Children they work with.   

 
LAC Council Guests -  Young people from the LAC Council would like to thank all of our 

guests who have visited the LAC Council or invited us to visit them over the past few months. 
These are:- 

Sharon Kemp – Chief Executive RMBC 
Ian Thomas – Strategic Director C&YPS 

Collette Bailey – Head of Early Help Service North 
Ruth Fletcher Brown – Public Health 

Ian Walker – Head of Children in Care 
Adam Young – Granada and Yorkshire Fixers 

Mariam Ahmed – Granada and Yorkshire Fixers 
Sian Bradley – Sheffield University Student 

Christian Palfrey – Interim Manager Leaving Care Accommodation 
Susan McBride – Participation Coordinator Leaving Care Team 

Thank You All  
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Contact Name:  Lisa Du-Valle 

    Looked After Children’s Council 
    Voice & Influence Team 
    Early Help & Family Engagement 
    Tel: 01709 822130 or Mob: 07748143388 
    Email: lisa.duvalle@rotherham.gov.uk 
 

 

 

 

 

Would like to 

be able to relax 

more at 

weekends than 

living strickt 

routine’ … 12 

year old male 

‘There’s a sign in 

the care home 

saying that there is 

no need to worry.  I 

know there is no 

danger and I am 

always safe’  … 14 

year old male 
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